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The Top of the South Trades Academy is opening doors for students 
like you, who want to stay at school but are ready to start training for a 
real job.

If you’re accepted into the Trades Academy, you’ll be able to stay at 
school completing NCEA, while at the same time working towards a 
National Certifi cate in a trade of your choice.

Trades Academy training is practical and hands-on and there are lots 
of options to choose from. You can learn anything from mechanical 
engineering and aquaculture, to hairdressing and hospitality. You’ll 
learn heaps of useful skills to help you go on to further study or get a 
job right out of school. The best part is, it’s free!

Training is either one day a week at one of the Nelson Marlborough 
Institute of Technology’s (NMIT) campuses in Richmond, Nelson and 
Blenheim; or in residential blocks at Whenua Iti Outdoors. We also have 
training located at the RNZAF Base Woodbourne.

What are you waiting for? Apply now and get going places.

MAKE THE MOST 
OF SCHOOL
Choose a trade today!

HOW TO apply...
It’s easy to apply for the Top of the South Trades Academy.
Just download an application form at www.tradesacademy.ac.nz, talk with your school’s 
Trades Academy coordinator - and we’ll take it from there. 

The Trades Academy has no fees and is open to year 11, 12 and 13 students, who have or are working 
towards gaining credits in numeracy and literacy. We’re looking for students who are focused, 
committed to learning and keen to work towards a career in their chosen vocational pathway.

If this sounds like you, contact us today.
tradesacademy@gmail.com

www.tradesacademy.ac.nz
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The Vocational Pathways have been developed through a 
partnership between government agencies, the industry training 
sector, secondary and tertiary educators, and industry and employer 
representatives.

Achieving credits towards Vocational Pathways means students are 
developing foundation skills and knowledge in areas that employers 
value. Students can work towards the Vocational Pathways by 
gaining credits from the achievement standards and unit standards 
recommended by the sectors. The Vocational Pathways will also make 
it easier for prospective employers and others to see when students 
have the strengths, abilities and qualities they are looking for.

CHECK OUT THESE 
HELPFUL WEBSITES:

www.youthguarantee.net.nz
www.careers.govt.nz

www.dol.govt.nz/occupation-outlook

VOCATIONAL PathwaysVOCATIONAL VOCATIONAL VOCATIONAL VOCATIONAL VOCATIONAL VOCATIONAL VOCATIONAL VOCATIONAL VOCATIONAL VOCATIONAL VOCATIONAL VOCATIONAL PathwaysPathwaysPathwaysPathwaysPathwaysPathwaysPathwaysPathwaysPathwaysPathways
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Construction
BUILDING &
This hands-on building and construction 
programme is the first rung on the ladder of a 
great career that can really take you places. 

Working in NMIT’s carpentry barn and enclosed construction yard, 
you’ll learn heaps of useful skills like making pre-framed walls, 
installing windows, hanging doors and much more. 

From here you can go into employment, a trades course at NMIT or 
further study at university. One day you could end up running your 
own company!

Starts:   February 2017 
Time:   9am to 2.45pm one day a week 
Location:  NMIT Nelson

Carpenter Concrete Contractor Landscape Construction
Joiner Construction Site Foreman Designer and Draughtsperson
Builder Residential Building Construction Worker
Retail Shop Fit-Out Building Supplies Sales Labourer/Hammer Hand
Quantity Estimator Commercial Building Construction Project Manager

UNIVERSITY STUDIES: 
› Civil Engineering ›  Project Management 
› Architecture  ›  Resource Management 
› Engineering ›  Building Science

Industry Employment/
Apprenticeships and ITO Training

Tertiary Pre-Employment Training at NMIT 
L4 in Carpentry

Trades 
Academy 
TraInIng

BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION YEAR 1
Garin College 
Luka enrolled in the Trades Building 
programme to learn more about the 
industry and gain practical skills. “Trades 
Academy is a great way of finding out 
about an industry before you commit to 
it. I like getting hands-on, doing practical 
projects and building things. At Trades we 
get to use drop saws and other equipment 
that we can’t use at school. 

The tutors have also been really helpful – 
“They know what they’re doing and you 
can always ask questions if you’re not sure 
about something.”

Luka isn’t sure yet what he wants to do 
when he leaves school. He’s considering 
options in either the building or ski industry. 
Either way, he believes that the skills and 
practical experience he’s gaining at Trades 
Academy will be extremely helpful for his 
future. “I’d definitely recommend Trades 
Academy to other students. It’s a great 
opportunity to try your hand at something 
new and learn new skills. And you don’t 
have to pay for it.”

LUKA STACKHOUSE

CONSTRUCTION AND
INFRASTRUCTURE
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InfrastructureCIVIL

CIVIL INFRASTRUCTURE 
(MARLBOROUGH)
Queen Charlotte College 
Irwin appreciates the opportunity to be part 
of the new Infrastructure programme. “This is 
a really good opportunity and I’d recommend 
it to anyone interested in civil engineering.” 
Irwin really likes the tutor “Dave is full of 
energy and often tells jokes. He’s friendly and 
I’m learning lots of new things.”

A highlight for Irwin has been putting the 
theory learnt in the classroom into practice 
and visiting civil construction sites in the 
district. “At one site we watched the laying of 
drainage pipes, which was really 
interesting.”

IRWIN  
BUREKA

CIVIL INFRASTRUCTURE
Waimea College
Josh plans to train as a civil engineer 
when he leaves school, and thinks the 
Civil Infrastructure programme is a great 
introduction to the industry. Josh says that 
gaining practical experience is really useful – 
“If you are practically minded, this course is 
a perfect opportunity to learn new skills. So 
far we have learnt about health and safety 
regulations and we’ve also been shown how 
to set up a construction site.” 

Josh has enjoyed the opportunity to visit 
different work sites to see what actually 
happens on a day-to-day basis.

JOSH  
HUTTON

CONSTRUCTION AND
INFRASTRUCTURE

Be part of an innovative collaboration between 
Connexis (Industry Training Organisation) and the 
Trades Academy that gives you an introduction to the 
civil infrastructure industry in a very practical way. You 
will spend time working alongside employers, gaining 
experience and working towards industry credits.

The NZ Certificate in Infrastructure Works Level 2 is the first step in your 
career that will give you the skills and knowledge to work safely onsite and 
with others, under direct supervision. This could provide a springboard to 
further training and positions of responsibility, e.g equipment operator,  
foreman and manager positions.

Starts:   February 2017 
Time:   9am to 2.45pm one day a week 
Location:  Nayland College or Queen Charlotte College

CIVIL ENGINEERING INCLUDES BUILDING STRUCTURES IN:
Roading, sewage, bridges, dams, transport, and gas and water supply systems

Government and Local Government Surveying
Private Construction Company Draughtsperson
Marine Structural Engineer Technician
Project Construction Engineer Private Consultant
Infrastructure and Utility Organisations

UNIVERSITY STUDIES: 
› Bachelor of Engineering

ITO Training and Industry Employment/
Cadetships/Apprenticeships

NZ Diploma in Engineering - Civil, 
Level 6, NMIT

Trades 
Academy 
TraInIng
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Engineering
MECHANICAL

MANUFACTURING AND
TECHNOLOGY

If you’re into making and fixing things and like 
working with your hands, then chances are you’ll 
make a really good mechanical engineer. 

This challenging programme will see you working in NMIT’s 
Mechanical Engineering workshops learning how to machine, weld 
and fabricate with metal. During the year you’ll design, build and 
race a grass kart with your team mates. Training is pretty much 
hands-on – so be prepared to get stuck in. 

Starts:    February 2017 
Time:   9am to 2.45pm one day a week 
Location:  NMIT Nelson

MECHANICAL ENGINEERING 
(YEAR 1)   Waimea College 
Tyler enjoys working in the Engineering 
workshop and says that the tutors are 
really helpful and easy to approach. “I want 
to work on a farm in the future and the 
skills I’m learning now, like welding, will be 
really helpful. I also enjoy being at NMIT 
and having access to the cafeteria and 
games room at lunchtime.

"Trades is a great opportunity – you learn 
more skills here in a shorter time than at 
school. You can make mistakes and then 
you’re helped to fix them.”

MECHANICAL ENGINEERING 
(YEAR 2)   Nayland College 
Daniel is in the second year of the 
Trades Academy Mechanical Engineering 
programme and says that the course is 
even more skills focused this year. Daniel’s 
working on a project to design and build 
a grass kart. “I’m definitely improving and 
developing my practical skills. I’m learning 
not to rush the project and to plan it out 
better before I start.”

Next year Daniel wants to return to NMIT to 
complete the fulltime Level 3 Engineering 
programme before taking up 
an apprenticeship. 

DANIEL 
BATCHELOR

TYLER 
SOWMAN

Business Owner Machinist and Toolmaker Marine Engineer
Welder Refrigeration Engineer Sheet Metal Fabricator
Gear Cutter CAD Operator Architect or Civil Drafter
Civil Engineer Mechanical Engineer Hydraulics Engineer
Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning
Maintenance and Diagnostics Engineer

UNIVERSITY STUDIES: 
› Engineering Degrees in Mechanical, Civil,  
 Structural, Design 
› Metallurgist

Industry Employment/
Apprenticeships and ITO Training

Tertiary Pre-Employment Training at 
NMIT L3 in Engineering

Trades 
Academy 
TraInIng
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Engineering
AUTOMOTIVE

MANUFACTURING AND
TECHNOLOGY

If you enjoy working on cars and problem-
solving then Automotive Engineering could  
be just the career for you. 

This programme will give you a real taste for the industry. You’ll 
spend your time getting your hands dirty in NMIT’s automotive 
workshops learning how cars and engines work and finding out 
about fault-finding and what automotive engineers do in their jobs. 

Give it a go and see if Automotive Engineering is for you! 

Starts:   February 2017 
Time:  9am to 2.45pm one day a week 
Location:  NMIT Marlborough and Nelson

PATHWAYS + 
OPPORTUNITIES

CHRIS 
SHALLCRASS

MATT 
LIMMER
AUTOMOTIVE ENGINEERING
Waimea College 
The highlights of the programme for Matt are 
the practical activities in the workshop and the 
great tutors. “I enjoy being at NMIT. The facilities 
are really modern and you get to work on real 
cars, using the proper tools and equipment.”

Matt’s goal is to become a Diesel Mechanic. 
He intends to go back to school for Year 13 
and then join the Navy and complete a diesel 
apprenticeship. He says that enrolling in the 
Trades Automotive programme has been a good 
way of finding out if this pathway is for him 
and he would definitely recommend it to other 
school students.

AUTOMOTIVE ENGINEERING (MARL)
Marlborough Boys College
Chris enjoys both the theory and practical 
parts of the Automotive programme. Chris’s 
goal is to become a qualified mechanic: “I 
have an after-school job in an automotive 
workshop and I’m hoping to get an automotive 
apprenticeship in the future.

“The tutors at Trades are great. We get plenty 
of chances to ask questions and we can work 
in our own time.” One of the advantages of 
Trades is learning alongside other students with 
the same interests. “The work is not as difficult 
as it would be if I was working on 
my own.”

Small Engine Mechanic Vehicle Groomer or Sales Automotive Dismantler
Automotive Electrician Motorcycle Mechanic Brake Service Technician
Powerboat Technician Fuel Injector Engineer Wheel Alignment Technician
Hydraulic Engineer Marine Engineer
Automotive Engineering (light, heavy, diesel, marine, road)

UNIVERSITY STUDIES: 
› Engineering
› Energy and Fuel Research

Industry Employment/
Apprenticeships and ITO Training

Tertiary Pre-Employment Training at 
NMIT in L3 Automotive Engineering

Trades 
Academy 
TraInIng
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Ryan completed the Trades Academy 
Automotive programme in 2014, while a 
student at Nayland College. He then enrolled 
in the fulltime Automotive Pre-Trades course 
at NMIT, before gaining an apprenticeship at 
Houston Motors at the beginning of 2016. 

Ryan has always been interested in cars and after 
taking Automotive as one of his school subjects he 
decided that Trades Academy was the next step 
towards achieving his goal of becoming a qualified 
Mechanic. Ryan says that doing Trades Academy gave 
him a really good insight into the industry and enabled 
him to further develop his skills.

He particularly enjoyed being able to spend the whole 
day at Trades every Friday. “Having a full day made it 
easier to learn; we were able to cover so much more. 
Enrolling for a fulltime NMIT course is quite expensive 
so doing Trades first meant that I got a really good 
idea of what to expect.”

For Ryan, the tutors at Trades Academy made a real 
difference: “I got along with Pete, the tutor, really well. 
He’s such a helpful teacher. He’ll see you through and 
support you all the way.”

Ryan plans to finish his apprenticeship over the next 
couple of years, get his trade under his belt and then 
may look at work overseas. He’s really grateful for 
the opportunities that Trades Academy, NMIT and 
Houston Motors have given him and would definitely 
recommend the Top of the South Trades Academy to 
other students.

RYAN GERRISH 

Graduate 
 profIle*

AUTOMOTIVE - GRADUATE 2014
Nayland College
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Engineering
AVIATION

Trades 
Academy 
TraInIng

MANUFACTURING AND
TECHNOLOGY

Take a front seat in the world of aviation on 
this exciting programme based in the NMIT 
Aeronautical Engineering workshop at the 
Marlborough Woodbourne Airbase. 

Learn about the principles of aircraft flight, construction and 
maintenance practices. Students will be introduced to aircraft 
engineering workshop requirements and basic assembly of aircraft 
structural components. This is the perfect training ground for people 
who learn by doing. 

This programme has been redeveloped for 2017.

Starts:   February 2017 
Time:  9am to 2.45pm one day a week (+ block courses) 
Location:  NMIT Woodbourne Campus Marlborough

Air NZ – L3 
Certificate in 
Aeronautical 
Engineering

L6 Diploma in 
Aeronautical
Maintenance at NMIT
Certification (online)

NMIT – L4 
Certificate in 
Aeronautical 
Maintenance 
Engineering

Aeronautical 
Engineering
Industry

PATHWAYS + 
OPPORTUNITIES
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& Maritime
AQUACULTURE

The Top of the South is the aquaculture capital of 
New Zealand. About 70 per cent of aquaculture 
production is based here. 

It’s also a major centre for fishing and maritime activities. Get a foot in 
the door of these exciting growth industries with this Top of the South 
Trades Academy programme. 

Learn about fish farming, get out in Nelson’s harbour and gain valuable 
maritime safety skills and find out about fire fighting and first aid. 
There’ll be field trips as well to fishing companies and aquaculture farms. 

Starts:   February 2017 
Time:  9am to 2.45pm one day a week 
Location:  NMIT Nelson

Lab Technician Hatchery Worker Diver
Skipper First mate Bosun
Sea Going Factory Manager Deckhand Ocean Going Officer
Salmon, Mussel or Oyster Farmer Super Yacht Crew

PRIMARY
INDUSTRIES

AQUACULTURE AND MARITIME
Motueka High School
Hannah enrolled in the Aquaculture & 
Maritime programme as her first step to 
achieving her long term goal of becoming a 
marine scientist. Hannah has always had an 
interest in environmental and marine issues 
and plans to study in this area once she 
leaves school. At Trades she is enjoying the 
opportunity to gain practical hands-on skills. 

“I really love that we get to learn about 
salmon farming in a practical way that 
we wouldn’t have the opportunity to do 
at school. Coming from a little town like 
Motueka, it’s great to be here at NMIT – 
it’s very high-tech with all the laboratory 
facilities.”

Hannah says that the tutors are really 
friendly and approachable. They are also 
very knowledgeable about the industry and 
career opportunities within the Aquaculture 
and Maritime area. Hannah believes that 
what she is learning at Trades now will 
help her make a decision about future 
employment and study.

HANNAH APPLETON

Industry Employment and ITO Training

Aquaculture 
Diploma L5 
at NMIT

Trades 
Academy 
TraInIng

Aquaculture Industry

Aquaculture Degree

NMIT Maritime programmes including: Super 
Yacht Crewing, Maritime Officers Training

Maritime Industry 
Merchant and Ocean Going Vessels 
Fishing 
Super Yachts
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Industries
PRIMARY

Get out of the classroom and into  
the outdoors as part of this all-action  
entry into working in the Primary Industries sector.

Get a taste of our region’s main primary industries of agriculture, 
forestry, horticulture and viticulture. Learn how to ride quad bikes 
and use chainsaws safely. Go on heaps of field trips to orchards, 
farms, commercial forests and vineyards to find out what makes 
this industry tick. 

This is a great place to start if you’re after a hands-on job in the 
outdoors.  
 
Starts:   February 2017 
Time:  9am to 2.45pm one day a week 
Location:  NMIT Marlborough and Richmond

Dairy Farm Worker Shepherd Fencer
Forestry Worker/Manager Share Milker Horticulturist
Orchard Worker/Manager Winemaker Chainsaw Operator
Health and Safety Officer Sheep Farmer Farm Manager
Agriculture Contractor Spray Contractor Livestock Agent
Conservation Ranger Saw Doctor Herd Manager
Viticulture Worker/Manager

University Studies at Lincoln or Massey

Industry Employment 
Apprenticeships and ITO Training

Tertiary studies at NMIT in Horticulture, 
Viticulture and Wine, Conservation

Telford (a division of Lincoln University), 
South Otago

Trades 
Academy 
TraInIng

PRIMARY
INDUSTRIES

SAM  
GLASSON

KIMBERLY 
FEARN
PRIMARY INDUSTRIES (MARL)
Marlborough Girls College
Kimberley enjoys the small class size at Trades 
and the fact that you have to take responsibility 
for your own learning. She says that the Tutor 
is always willing to help and the small class size 
means you get to know other students really well.

“The course is very practical and you learn this 
first. It makes doing the theory work later much 
easier. My highlight has been riding the ATVs 
and learning how to do this safely.”

Kimberley’s goal is to work on a dairy farm 
when she leaves school, raising calves. 

PRIMARY INDUSTRIES
Nelson College 
Sam enrolled in the Trades Primary Industries 
programme because he’s looking at a career in 
farming and he thought that the practical skills 
would be really beneficial. After he finishes 
school he plans to work on a farm for a while 
and then go to Telford to study agriculture. 

For Sam, learning to use ATV (quad) bikes 
and chainsaws has been a real highlight. 
“Trades is a good opportunity to get out and 
do something practical. I go hunting quite a 
lot and really like being in the outdoors. The 
practical skills we’re learning will be really 
helpful for what I want to do in 
the future.” 



12TOP OF THE SOUTH TRADES ACADEMY PROGRAMME GUIDE

Exercise
SPORT &

If you are into sport and exercise and want to know 
more about it then chances are this programme is 
right for you. 

Find out how your body reacts to training and what things you should 
be including in your training for your sport and fitness. Have a look 
at some of the common training tools and methods and what fitness 
they are good for. Get a feel for the other things you could go on to 
study to be able to work in the sport, exercise and fitness industry. 

Take the opportunity to explore whether this is the area you want to 
move into while getting to know a bit about yourself and your training.

Starts:   February 2017 
Time:  9am to 2.45pm one day a week 
Location:  NMIT Nelson

SERVICES
INDUSTRIES

SPORT & EXERCISE
Te Aho O Te Kura Pounamu
The Trades Sport and Exercise programme 
really appealed to Neave, who plays 
representative hockey. “I thought the Trades 
programme would be a great way to learn 
about fitness and how it can be applied to 
what I do.”

For Neave, the practical nature of the 
programme is a real highlight. “I really enjoy 
going to the gym every week. It’s good to 
learn the theory of sport and exercise in the 
classroom and then apply it in the gym. I 
also like learning about fitness and healthy 
lifestyles and how different things can affect 
your training.”

Neave would definitely recommend the Sport 
and Exercise Trades programme to other 
students. She says the tutors are friendly and 
supportive and want to help students get the 
most out of the programme as possible. 

While Neave isn’t sure what she’ll do once 
she finishes school, she believes that having 
the opportunity to attend Trades has been 
really worthwhile. 

NEAVE ELLIS

Sports Trainer Health Sector Teaching
Personal Trainer Coach Business Owner

Trades 
Academy 
TraInIng

Tertiary pre-employment training that 
includes: Certificate in Fitness and 
Exercise Science, Diploma and AUT 
Degree in Applied Fitness at NMIT

UNIVERSITY STUDIES: 
› Health Sciences
› Physical Education
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Tash was a Year 12 student at Waimea 
College when she enrolled in the Trades 

Academy Hospitality course. She has 
always enjoyed cooking and knew that 

cheffing was a career pathway she 
wanted to learn more about.

After completing the Trades Academy course Tash 
returned to NMIT and completed the fulltime Level 

3 Certificate in Cookery. This year she is back at 
NMIT working towards her Level 4 Certificate in 

Culinary Arts.

The Trades Hospitality programme provided Tash 
with the skills, confidence and experience to go on 

into fulltime study. “I’ve always enjoyed cooking. 
School wasn’t really my thing so it was great to 

be able to come to Trades Academy and be able 
to focus on the one subject I was really interested 

in.” Tash says the tutors at Trades Academy and 
NMIT have been great. “Bill and Daniel are really 

thorough and you can ask any questions. They 
have all this knowledge and experience that they 

love to pass on to the students.”

When she leaves NMIT at the end of this year, Tash 
plans to work as a chef, developing her practical 
skills and gaining industry experience. Her long 

term goal is to have her own fine-dining restaurant. 
Tash’s advice to students is: “Research what you 

need to get into the course of study or work 
area you’re interested and make the most of any 

opportunities at school, like Trades Academy and 
Gateway – try something different.”

Graduate 
 profIle*

TASH KRAMMER 
HOSPITALITY - GRADUATE 2014

Waimea College



HOSPITALITY

SERVICES
INDUSTRIES
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Hospitality is a career full of opportunities. 

You could start out serving coffees, become a chef or restaurant 
manager and one day even end up running your own business. 
This practical introduction to the industry will see you working 
in NMIT’s state-of-the-art kitchen and restaurant training facility 
where you’ll be preparing, cooking and serving some of our 
region’s finest produce.  

Starts:   February 2017 
Time:  9am to 2.45pm one day a week 
Location:  NMIT Nelson

HOSPITALITY 
Waimea College
Chloe’s goal is to train as a chef and work in 
restaurants around the world. She is enjoying 
the experience of Trades and having the 
opportunity to work in a real commercial 
kitchen, creating meals just as you would in a 
restaurant.

“This course teaches me the skills I need. 
In Trades you get to find out about the 
pressures of working in a kitchen and seeing 
if you can cope with that. Because we’re here 
for a whole day we can prepare food that 
takes a bit longer to cook, without the stress 
of limited time. We’ve cooked all sorts of 
different things – one of my favourites was 
making Italian bread.

“I’d recommend this course to anyone who 
wants to be a chef. It’s a great experience 
and the tutor is always friendly and he never 
panics!”

CHLOE CARRINGTON

Chef or Cook Baker Cruise Ships or Oil Rigs
Caterer Hospitals Function Centres
Pastry Chef Restaurants Food and Beverage Manager
Kitchen Assistant Short Order Cook Cafés, Bars and Hotels
Food Development Restaurant Manager

Trades 
Academy 
TraInIng

Industry Employment/Apprenticeships 
and ITO Training

UNIVERSITY STUDIES: 
› Food Nutrition 
› Food Technology

Tertiary Pre-Employment Training 
at NMIT in Culinary Arts, Food and 
Beverage Service
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BEAUTY
Take the first step into the exciting  
world of the beauty industry. 

Working in a fully equipped training salon at NMIT, you will learn about: 
• Skin health 
• Customer service and retail 
• Professional products 
• Tinting 
• Eyebrow shaping 
• Hand, foot and nail care 

This is a great opportunity to learn about a future career that will enable 
you to travel the world while working in the beauty, body and spa industry. 

Starts:   February 2017 
Time:  9am to 2.45pm one day a week 
Location:  NMIT Nelson and Marlborough

Trainee Beautician Make-up Artist Massage Therapist
Beauty Sales Representative Business Owner Image Consultant
Health Resort Employee Industry Assessor/Tutor
Make-up for TV/Movie Industry/Fashion/Events

Qualified Beauty Therapist

Tertiary Pre-employment Training

SERVICES
INDUSTRIES

RUBEN  
KRUEGER

NICOLA 
NEWMAN
BEAUTY (MARLBOROUGH)
Marlborough Girls College
Nicola chose to do Trades as she would like to 
work in either the Beauty or Hairdressing area in 
the future.

“The course is going really well – it’s very hands-
on and I learn better this way.” A highlight of 
the course for Nicola was having a facial for the 
first time and then learning how to give other 
students a facial. 

Nicola would recommend Trades to other 
students. “It’s a very different learning 
environment to school.”

BEAUTY
Nayland College 
Ruben has always had an interest in the beauty 
industry, and in particular make up artistry. “I 
really love learning about the history of beauty 
therapy and about make-up.” 

Ruben enjoys being at NMIT, meeting up with 
students from other schools and being treated 
as an adult. “You get to come to NMIT on a 
Friday, learn relevant industry skills in a new 
environment, without having to pay for it.”

Ruben says that keeping up with his school work 
while he’s at Trades is not too difficult, although 
he admits that being well organized definitely 
helps! In the future Ruben would like to study 
make up artistry at the Cut Above 
Beauty School in Auckland.

L5 Diploma in Beauty and Body 
Therapy at NMIT

Trades 
Academy 
TraInIng
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HAIRDRESSING
Take the first step into the exciting world of the  
hair industry. 

Working in a fully-equipped training salon at NMIT, you will learn to: 
• Develop a range of elementary hairstyling skills 
• Provide service and care to clients in a salon 
• Understand how history and fashion trends influence hairstyling

This is a practical introduction to a career that never  
goes out of fashion!  

Starts:   February 2017 
Time:  9am to 2.45pm one day a week 
Location:  NMIT Nelson and Marlborough

Trainee Hairdresser Film/Theatre/TV Cruise Ships
Image Consultant Senior Hair Stylist Salon Receptionist
Self-Employed/Own Business Colour Technician/Hair Colourist

Trades 
Academy 
TraInIng

L4 Certificate in Advanced Professional 
Hairdressing at NMIT

Industry Employment/
Apprenticeships and ITO Training

L3 Certificate in Hairdressing   
(Salon Support)

HAIRDRESSING
Waimea College 
For Izzie, taking part in the Trades Academy 
Hairdressing programme has really helped her 
make up her mind that this is the area she wants 
to work in, in the future. “I like the practical 
part of the course best and the theory is very 
beneficial. Next year I’d like to return to NMIT to 
complete the fulltime Hairdressing course.”

In addition to Trades Academy, Izzie is also 
completing a Gateway programme at her 
school and doing work experience at a local 
hair salon one day a week. She says that the 
combination of Trades Academy and Gateway 
is great and she is grateful for the 
opportunity to do both. 

IZZIE  
HARPER

HAIRDRESSING
Nayland College
“This is a great course – I’ve met some cool 
people; the practical work is really fun and the 
book work is manageable. The tutor is great too.”

Drew wants to work in the hairdressing 
industry in the future and says that the Trades 
programme is giving him lots of practical 
skills and is a good first step into the industry. 
He also enjoys the freedom he has when 
attending Trades Academy and appreciates the 
opportunity he’s been given. 

Drew is now considering his options for next 
year and would like to complete the fulltime 
Hairdressing course at NMIT.

DREW 
DODSON-COOK

SERVICES
INDUSTRIES
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Leadership
ADVENTURE 
 TOURISM

Some of the very best learning in life comes through 
challenging your personal boundaries and training to 
work well in difficult situations. 

Get outdoors, get active and have fun while you learn in the  
Trades Academy Adventure Tourism Leadership programme.

Experience high ropes, low ropes, mountain biking, caving, sea 
kayaking, rock climbing and camping, and in so doing, gain  
valuable credits at NCEA Level 2.  

Starts:   February and June 2017 Intakes 
Time:  4 x 1 week Block Courses 
Location:  Whenua Iti Outdoors 
 
* Year 11 option Adventure Tourism Exploration  
* Year 12/13 option Adventure Tourism Leadership

SERVICES
INDUSTRIES

ADVENTURE TOURISM LEADERSHIP
Marlborough Boys College
Esafe didn’t know what to expect when he 
first enrolled for the Adventure Leadership 
programme, but he’s really glad he decided 
to give it a go. “Lots of things on the course 
were new to me. At first I was nervous 
but I’ve learnt heaps. I didn’t have much 
outdoors experience, but now I’ve been 
camping for the first time.” Esafe says the 
tutors were very kind and made everyone 
feel at ease. “We could all be ourselves 
around them.”

For Esafe highlights of the programme have 
been swimming in waterfalls and just being 
in the outdoors trying new opportunities. 
He would like to join the police force in the 
future and the skills and experiences he’s 
gaining now will be very valuable.

ESAFE MOLI

* Available locally through NMIT
NB - these are indicative career paths only. The leadership, technical and social skills focused on as a 
part of this Trades Academy option can complement many other career pathways.

New Zealand Army, Navy or Air Force New Zealand Police Force
Outdoor Physical Education Teacher Outdoor Instructor
Paramedic, Search and Rescue Emergency Management Adventure Tourism Guide

Diploma in Adventure Tourism*

Health Science (Paramedicine)

Royal New Zealand Police College

Diploma in Applied Fitness 
Bachelor in Sport and Recreation*

New Zealand Armed Forces Training

Trades 
Academy 
TraInIng



18TOP OF THE SOUTH TRADES ACADEMY PROGRAMME GUIDE

Interactions
BUSINESS

You are a person full of energy who has an aptitude for 
outstanding communication. You are also reliable, well 
organised and helpful.

For you, it is essential to choose a profession where you can deal with as 
many people as possible. You recharge your batteries with the help of 
people contact. 

This programme will give you the opportunity to explore tourism 
administration. You will be provided with professional industry training - 
learning about sales and customer service, presenting goods to customers 
as well as using planning and organisational skills and current technologies.

Starts:   February 2017 
Time:  9am to 2.45pm one day a week 
Location:  NMIT Marlborough and Nelson

SERVICES
INDUSTRIES

BUSINESS INTERACTIONS
Nelson College For Girls 
Jaime feels very lucky to have the 
opportunity to attend the Business 
Interactions programme. “It’s a privilege to 
do this course. The small class size makes it 
easier to learn as you have more one-to-one 
time with the tutor. Our tutor is so nice and 
friendly and she always helps us out.”

Jaime would like to work as a travel agent in 
the future and plans to study at NMIT when 
she leaves school. “It’s been really helpful 
learning how to write business emails and 
letters, as well as developing my computer 
skills. That’s going to be important in my 
future job.”

Jamie is also grateful to her teachers at 
school who have been very supportive in 
helping her keep up to date with her other 
school subjects.

JAIME HUNT

Industry Employment

Certificate in Business Administration  
(Level 2 and Level 3) at NMIT

Certificate in Tourism  
and Travel (Level 4)

National Certificate in Retail 
(Levels 2 and 3) at NMIT

UNIVERSITY STUDIES: 
› Business Management  
› Marketing
› Event Management  
› Human Resource Management

Office Administrator School Admin Receptionist
Personal Assistant Medical Secretary Secretary
Call Centre Operator Accounts Assistant Legal Executive
Travel Consultant Data Processor Office Manager
Customer Service Tourism Business Retail Assistant

Trades 
Academy 
TraInIng
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Cultural Tourism
MANAAKI TāPOI
People travel from all around the world to learn more 
about the Māori culture of New Zealand. Stand tall and 
be proud of your whakapapa. 

Take a journey through the cultural history of Te Tau Ihu o Te Waka a 
Maui (the Top of the South). Learn from expert tutors and kaumatua, 
visit and stay on marae across the region and interact with Maori 
business leaders of the region.

This programme is designed to be experiential and active whilst 
embedding and reinforcing pride in your cultural heritage. You will 
learn the importance of strong connections to your cultural heritage 
and the value these can bring to a wide range of career paths.

Starts:   February and June 2017 intakes 
Time:  4 x 1 week block courses 
Location:  Whenua Iti Outdoors

SERVICES
INDUSTRIES

MANAAKI TAPOI
Marlborough Boys College
For Tama, the Manaaki Tapoi course was a 
once in a lifetime opportunity. He enjoyed 
it so much that he’s is already planning 
on enrolling in the second year of the 
programme in 2017. “I learnt more about 
the Maori culture, including all about my 
ancestors and the old places used for 
ceremonies and living. The highlights for me 
were meeting people from the marae where 
we stayed (some were my cousins!) and 
being in the outdoors.”

Tama says the activities were really fun and 
interesting and the tutors were very friendly 
and approachable. “I learnt to do lots of 
things, such as weaving and cooking. It was 
great cooking kaimoana on an open fire – the 
food tasted like the sea!” 

Tama isn’t sure exactly what he wants to 
do in the future, but his plans may include 
training as a builder or becoming a Maori 

TAMA BAKER

Tourism Guides Teacher
Cultural Interpretation Specialists NZ Police Force
Maori and Indigineous Culture Studies Teacher Training
Employment with: Prominent Maori Businesses and Iwi Trusts 

Certificate or Diploma in Adventure 
Tourism (NMIT)

Certificate in Cultural Tourism – Sir  
George Seymour College

Diploma in Tourism Management 
– Waiariki Institute of Technology

Royal New Zealand Police College

UNIVERSITY STUDIES: 
› Graduate Diploma of Teaching
› Business and Management Degrees

NZ Certificate in Tourism Maori L3

Trades 
Academy 
TraInIng



Graduate 
 profIle*

“I enjoyed Trades Academy because it was away from 
school and you get to learn in a different environment.  
The course allowed me to get some experience and 
get the chance to look at the aviation industry.

I really enjoyed working in the workshops. Trades opened up 
another world for me and it helped me to make up my mind 
about the sort of thing I wanted to do after I left school." 

In 2016, Aiden won a scholarship from Wineworks Blenheim 
to support his training at NMIT. He currently works for Cuddon 
Engineering in Blenheim.

AVIATION - GRADUATE 2014
Marlborough Boys College

AIDEN TRESTON
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Support Services
HEALTH &

Are you interested in your own and other  
people’s health? Do you like to assist others  
in the community? Then Health and Support 
Services might be for you!

You will be working on the NMIT campus developing the skills needed to 
work in this industry, including how to communicate with people from 
other cultures, how to handle equipment and people safely and how to 
support people with disabilities. You will learn in an environment with 
state-of-the-art equipment. As part of this programme you will also visit 
health providers throughout the region, including hospitals, rest homes 
and other support services.

Give it a go and see if Health and Support Services is for you!

Starts:   February 2017 
Time:  9am to 2.45pm one day a week 
Location:  NMIT Nelson

SOCIAL AND  
COMMUNITY SERVICES

HEALTH & SUPPORT SERVICES
Nelson College For Girls
Rose’s career goal is to work in the medical 
field, most probably as a nurse. Taking 
the Health and Support Services Trades 
programme has helped Rose decide that this is 
definitely the area that she wants to work in.

“I love learning in this class and having new 
things to do that I’m genuinely interested in.” 
She says that visiting Nelson Hospital and 
watching a surgical operation has been a 
highlight of the year so far. 

Rose is really enjoying the content of the 
course, learning about support services, 
patients’ rights, physiology and anatomy 
and hygiene procedures. She says that the 
students in the programme have a very good 
relationship with the tutor, who is really 
helpful and approachable. 

For Rose, managing her time to balance her 
studies between school and Trades hasn’t 
been difficult.

Looking to the future, Rose intends to 
complete Year 13 at school and then return to 
NMIT to study towards a Bachelor of Nursing 
degree.

ROSE VINSEN

UNIVERSITY STUDIES: 
› Bachelor of Nursing at NMIT

Employment within the industry

› Certificate in Tertiary Study (Pathways) L4   
› Certificate in Community Support Services  
 L4 at NMIT 
› Certificate in Foundation Nursing L4  
 at NMIT

Trades 
Academy 
TraInIng

Medical Nursing Mental Health Paediatrics
Forensics Aged Care Operating Theatre
Health Education Community Nursing Disability Sector
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Services
UNIFORMED

If you want to pursue an active and exciting 
career path in the uniformed services but are not 
quite sure with which service, then this is an ideal 
opportunity to try them out. 

Search and Rescue, or Coastguard, or Emergency Services, or Armed 
Services?  They all offer varied and exciting career opportunities but 
they’re also all really different. Experience a simulated Search and 
Rescue exercise, help rescue a marine vessel in trouble, find out what 
it is really like to be a Paramedic or a firefighter, or explore the options 
available within the Army, Navy and Air Force.  Learning is practical, 
active and engaging – this is a fun way to take a big step towards 
achieving NCEA Level 2. 

Starts:   February and June 2017 Intakes 
Time:  4 x 1 week Block Courses 
Location:  Whenua Iti Outdoors

Defence career options with NZ Army, NZ Airforce and NZ Navy
New Zealand Land Search and Rescue Inc.

The International Maritime Institute 
of New Zealand at NMIT

New Zealand Fire Service Training

New Zealand Police College

Bachelor of Health Science In ParamedicineTrades 
Academy 
TraInIng

SOCIAL AND  
COMMUNITY SERVICES



The Top of the South Trades Academy is 
opening doors for students like you who 
want to stay at school, but are ready to start 
training for a real job.

We train students for real jobs, and real 
careers. All our courses can lead into 
apprenticeships, entry level jobs or tertiary 
training - straight from school!

tradesacademy@gmail.com 

www.tradesacademy.ac.nz

Make, buIld, do  
at the Trades Academy


